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Parties’ communication
» Parties’ communication environments are determined by a number of factors:

the structure of the mass media including the composition of the
newspaper market and readership

the range of private sector and public service audiovisual channels

the size of the audience reached by newspapers, television, and radio

the diffusion of new information and communication technologies, such as
the Internet and even mobile telephones.

» Direct channels of communication are those that party organizations control.

Examples include:

local branch meetings

regional or national party conferences
local campaign rallies

candidate debates, town hall meetings
traditional leadership speeches

and whistle-stop tours

» Parties also use a range of publications bearing official symbols, logos, and
slogans—such as newsletters, pamphlets, banners, stickers, badges, posters, flags,
and yard-signs—as well as periodically issuing longer policy documents and, at
the outset of election campaigns, official party manifestos.



FIGURE 1: CHANNELS OF PARTY COMMUNICATION
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