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International Court of Justice (IC))  VS.  International Criminal Court (ICC)

www.icj-cij.org www.icc-cpi.int
1945 by the UN Charter Established 2002 by a treaty, the Rome Statute
UN Charter, treaties and conventions Governance The Rome Statute
_ o _
Disputes regarding any question of international law, including sovereignty, boundaries, maritime disputes, sunjec" Only the four crimes listed in the Rome Statute: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity,
trade, natural resources, human rights, treaty violations, environment protection, genocide, etc. Matter and crimes of aggression

e Can issue arrest warrants for individuals believed to have committed those crimes, with which
state parties are obliged to comply.

e Can impose prison sentences, order fines and seizure of assets, and issue reparations to victims.
e But: Relies on the cooperation of member states and other international bodies to apprehend
suspects and enforce its rulings.

¢ Can determine whether a state party breached international law and order reparations.

e Can issue “provisional measures” to preserve rights that are believed to be in immediate danger until the Powers
case proceedings are completed.

¢ But: Lacks direct enforcement powers and relies on the UNSC to enforce its decisions.

Member

States
No, as no UN member state yet. But declared in July 2018 that it accepts the IC)’s competence and all Palestine * Yes. State party V\{Ith Sl fro.m S GIIAE EE I R CEE
i S Ot SN S Sy S Membershi e Due to a declaration by Palestine under Art. 12(3) of the Rome Statute, the ICC prosecutor has

: : : i ’ p retroactive jurisdiction back to 12 June 2014.
Israeli
Membership
HE Judge Nawaf Salam (since 6 February 2024) President Judge Tomoko Akane (Japan)
- - -
: Contribution from state parties; voluntary contributions from UN, governments, other entities or
UN Funding S
individuals.
_ - -

* On 29 December 2023, South Africa brought a case against Israel before the ICJ, accusing it of genocide in
Gaza under the Genocide Convention.
e On 26 January 2024, the ICJ ruled that South Africa had a right to bring its case against Israel and that e As Palestine is a state party to the ICC, the court is allowed to exercise territorial jurisdiction
Palestinians had “plausible rights to protection from genocide”. Provisional measures instructed Israel to over crimes committed in the occupied Palestinian territories.
prevent its military from committing acts which might be considered genocidal, to prevent and punish e An ICC investigation opened in 2021 into alleged war crimes committed by Israel and
incitement to genocide, and to enable humanitarian aid to Gaza [For details see https://opiniojuris. Palestinian armed groups in the occupied territories since June 2014 is ongoing and now
org/2024/04/05/the-icjs-findings-on-plausible-genocide-in-gaza-and-its-implications-for-the-international- Gaza includes the escalation of violence since 7 October 2023.
criminal-court]. e On 20 May 2024, ICC prosecutor Karim Khan announced that he requested arrest warrants for
e On 24 May 2024, the Court ordered Israel to “Immediately halt its military offensive, and any other action Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, and Hamas leaders
in the Rafah Governorate, which may inflict on the Palestinian group in Gaza conditions of life that could Ismail Haniyeh, Yahya Sinwar, and Mohammed Al-Masri (aka Deif) over alleged war crimes. A
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part” [https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case- panel of ICC judges will now consider Khan’s application for the arrest warrants.
related/192/192-20240524-pre-01-00-en.pdf].
¢ The evidentiary proceedings in South Africa’s case accusing Israel of genocide in the Gaza Strip will be
heard at the ICJ in June and October 2025.
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