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Since the advent of the Intifada, the V-for-victory sign has served the function of turning the body into
a banner. It is an ubiquitous symbol found throughour Israel and the Territorics. Here, it has been
painted on the walls of & monastery. Farali has been inscribed on the palm. Christian Quarter, Old
City, Jernsalem.



Graffiti is often erased or edited by rival Palestinian groups or by passing patrols. This graffito, originally
a Palestinian flag, was covered up by soldiers and replaced by a Star of David and the slogan, “ Arabs out.”

It was subsequently re-emended by a Palestinian who scrawled a large “Mo™ in the center of the Star. Old
City, Jerusalem,



The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine has
combined the three chief symbols of the Palestinian
Uprising--the flag, the gun, and the map—into a single
chimerical shape. Gaza City, The Gaza Strip.



A detail of a piece of Hamas graffiti depicts a fist emerging from The Dome of the Rock inside of a maj

Palestine. Hamas often employs symbols in its graffiti which possess both Islamic and Palestir
resonance. Beit Hanina, Jerusalem.



“No to weakness in Abu Shekhedam™ (Ia  lit-

takhadul fi Abii 3kheidim) is a message which
urges the inhabitants of the village of Abu Shekhedam
to remain steadfast. Also featured is a V-sign, one of
the most ubiquitous symbols of defiance to the Israelis
and a reminder to the Palestinians themselves that
“victory” requires al-iltizam or “commitment.” Bir
Zeit University, The West Bank.



“The Baker plan will not save Shamir's project. The
Force of the Martyr Omar al-Qassem, The Democratic

Front * (khuffa Baikar lan tunfida masru*

Samir quwat as-Sahid ‘Omar al-Qassem

jim dal). Much of the graffiti of the Intifada serves a
quite pragmatic purpose, something like a billboard of
the uprising. Through the writing on the walls, strike-
days are announced, key points from leaflets are posted,
and various factions announce their position on issues
of moment. Ramallah, The West Bank.



Almost all Palestinian groups, both secular and
religious, use the flag or its colors frequently and
prominently in their graffiti. Here, a Palestinian flag
has been painted on the front of a house. Beit Hanina,
East Jerusalem.



Yasser Arafat, leader of Fatah, chairman of the PLO and
president of the yet-to-be-realized state of Palestine, has
himself become a symbol and is conspicuous in the
pantheon of Palestinian icons. His presence is
everywhere, floating high above the street and out of the
reach of soldiers. He is pictured caressing children,
holding bouguets of roses, or locked in embrace with
the martyr-saint Abu-Jihad. Ramallah, The West Bank.



The one-way sign is depicted on a fence. Hugging the
knuckles and the raised finger is the inscription “Allah,”
The one-way sign with the index finger flung
heavenwards is a symbol favored by Hamas and the
Islamic Jihad. Gaza City, The Gaza Strip.



The acronym for al-jabha a%-%a‘*bia li tahrir al-

filistin, the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, is drawn on a storefront in the shape of a
Kalashnikov rifle (top figure), which is pointed at a
map of All Palestine and is shown as coming from the
left through Jordan--both to emphasize the PFLP's
leftist orientation and their erstwhile motto that the
liberation of Palestine will come only through the
“liberation” of Jordan. The bottom figure is a stylized

acronym-lam mim %in --for al-lijin al-muga
Jwama a%-%a‘bia , the Popular Resistance Leagues.
The organization’s symbol is a fist, as they consider
themselves one of the strike forces of the Intifada.
Khan az-Zeit, Old City, Jerusalem,



A typical variation on the gun motif is to write the
name of a political faction, here Fatah, in the shape of a
rifle. This practice, which has its roots in traditional
Arabic calligraphy, creates an internal equation between
the object and the word. In Arabic, farah means “The
Opening” and is a term with rich religious and historical
associations for Muslims. Bir Zeit, The West Bank.



“Medinat Yehudah™ or “The State of Judea” is a political movement founded in early
1989 by foliowers of Rabbi Meir Kahane, with the aim of occupying any land vacated by
Israel in the West Bank and Gaza and establishing a militant Jewish state. *Basad.” an
abbreviation of “ba siata dashmaya.” “With the Help of God.” is written in Aramaic
in the right-hand comer, Between Nablus and Ramallah, The West Bank.,



“The dogs of the Shin Bet [Israeh secret police] must
know that we are stronger than all their beatings. J.Sh,
[Popular Front (for the Liberation of Palestine)]”

(felya‘lam  kilab a&-%in-beit innana aqwa

[min] kull darabatihim  jim.%im). Old City,
Jerusalem.



“Hamas. Our land is Islamic this is the essence”

(hamas  ardana islamiya hada hiya al-
huwiya). Hamas and other like-minded Islamic
groups insist that the land of Palestine-Israel is al-argd
al-mugaddas or Holy Land and, as such, may never be
relinquished. Muslim Quarter, Old City, Jerusalem.



“Remember the glorious Day of the Land” (dikra yom

al-ard al-majid). The Day of the Land is
commemorated by Israeli-Arabs in memory of six
people killed during protests against the confiscation of
Arab land in the Galilee. It has become a rallying point
for many Arab political groups in Israel, particularly the
more radical movements such as the Sons of the
Village. In recent years, the Day of the Land has been
celebrated in the West Bank and Gaza as a symbol of
solidarity between Palestinians inside and outside of the
Green Line. Jiffna, The West Bank.



*Hamas. The revolution will not be stepped on”

(hamas at-taura lan tudas). This graffito is
notable for its use of the term “revolution,” a word
often eschewed by the Islamic groups such as Hamas as
being in inception un-religious and even heretical.
Muslim Quarter, Old City, Jerusalem.



On a gas pump in Ramallah, an announcement of the
first anniversary of the martyrdom of Ahmad Kilani has
been posted. The martyr or shahid holds a high place
in Palestinian society as one who gives his life in the
“Holy Struggle™ “for the sake of Allah™ and a “national
homeland.” Ramallah, The West Bank.



The Dome of the Rock and a one-way sign are painted
over a map of Palestine. The Dome of the Rock and
the one-way sign (to heaven) are used almost
exclusively in the graffiti of the religious movements,
particularly Hamas. In this graffito, one sees again the
melding of the word and the object. The Dome of the
Rock has been constructed from the {Arabic) letters of
Hamas. The slogan to the left of the mosque reads,

“junud hamas lilagsa haras,” “The troops of

Hamas are the guardians of al-Agsa.” ar-Ram, The West
Bank.



“Abu Amar i1s our leader and Palestine is our home

and Jerusalem is our capital” (Abu  ‘Amar ga’idna

wa filastin diyaratna wa al-quds ‘asimatna
Fatah). The slogan has been drawn in the form of a
ship bearing two masts, one in the shape of an Islamic

crescent , the other, a Christian cross. Beit Hanina,
Easl Jerusalem.



