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In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

The Jerusalem Statement - November, 2007

After forty years of Israeli occupation, and sixty years since the first Nakbah of Palestine, we, the Palestinian citizens in Jerusalem who are signatories to
this statement, confirm the following:

Jerusalem is an inseparable part of the national Palestinian home and political entity; it is the symbol of its national pride. According to Palestinian national
will and international law, all Arab, Islamic and Christian rights in Jerusalem are at the core of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

Jerusalem is part of our creed and is holy in our faiths, as are its holy places. We hold on to Jerusalem, to our right to free access to it, and to our right to

maintain our relationship with it. The heritage, civilization, culture and Muslim and Christian archeological sites in Jerusalem are parts of the universal

historical heritage.

All Palestinian rights and properties in Jerusalem are inseparable parts of Palestinian national sovereignty. The land, buildings, citizenship, residency,

work, movement, worshipping at the holy places, the continued function of its national, non-governmental, religious, cultural, societal, business and other

institutions that render services in Jerusalem should not be given up or relinquished.

The economy of Jerusalem is part and parcel of the Palestinian national economy. Tourism, trade, investment, development and creating jobs are all resources

for national steadfastness and progress.

Since the beginning of the Israeli occupation in 1967, we have been enduring various measures to isolate Jerusalem from its Arabic environs, separate it from

the rest of the occupied Palestinian lands and to besiege it with a chain of settlements and the Apartheid Wall that cuts through its neighborhoods, aiming at
the Israelization of the city and its citizens through the following procedures:

*  Changing the status quo in the city by annexing it to Israel, violating all acceptable norms and international laws.

*  Creating new realities on the ground, replacing the archaeological, historical, religious, and community sites, both Islamic and
Christian, especially the excavations surrounding the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque and its historical gates (the Mughrabi Gate),

confiscating land and property, demolishing Palestinian homes, and restricting building permits and residency.

»  Forcing ethnic cleansing policies on the Palestinian citizens including arrest, deportation, revoking Jerusalem residency rights, and

preventing Palestinians from the rest of the Occupied Territories from entry, residency and work in Jerusalem.

*  Connecting all the above mentioned measures with the plans for the Israelization of Jerusalem through implanting Israeli colonies
in and surrounding it, and forcing Israeli laws and regulations on all aspects of life. The Israelization process became a sphere of
competition between the various Israeli occupation authorities and institutions, bypassing all humanitarian and legal norms and

traditions that protect human rights.

Accordingly, we condemn and reject all Israeli measures, and we declare them illegal, null and void; they are racist measures that attempt to impose

the will of one side to decide the final status of Jerusalem unilaterally.

We register our rejection and opposition to all negotiation projects or interim agreements vis-a-vis Jerusalem that violate our national rights in it

which are guaranteed by international law.

We appeal to our sisters and brothers, the citizens of Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied Palestinian national home, to be steadfast in carrying
their responsibilities towards Jerusalem and to commit to living in it and the rest of the Occupied Territories, out of our beliefs and out of respect

for our martyrs, and out of our attachment to our history, civilization and rights.

We appeal to political decision makers in Palestine and Arab and Islamic states, as well as leaders of public opinion and civil societies, to carry the
responsibility of protecting Jerusalem and its holy places before our nation and history.
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